
CONTRACT FOR INSPECTION SERVICES 
 

This Agreement, made this ______ day of ________________________, 200__, by and between 
Di Pascal Construction & Development, Inc., a North Carolina corporation, d/b/a House 
Detective and _____________________________________ (“Client”) for an Inspection (as the 
term is herein defined) of the building(s) and premises located at: 
______________________________________________________________________ 
(“Property”). 
 
IN CONSIDERATION of the mutual covenants and promises contained herein, it is hereby 
agreed among the parties as follows: 
 

TERMS 
 

Payment for services is due upon completion of this Inspection based upon the following fee 
schedule: 
 
Base price for a structure up to 1,500 total sq. ft. on a slab 
 Condo $___________; house $_____________ …………………………    ___________ 

Add for over 1,500 total sq. ft.: _______ @ ___¢ per sq. ft. …………….    ___________ 
Add for crawl space or basement: ………………………………………..    ___________ 
Add for over 30 years old ………………………………………………..     ___________ 

Radon Screen Test - $_________(w/ inspect)/ $_________ (test only)................     ___________ 
Water Bacteria Sampling and Lab Test - $_________(w/ inspect.) …………….     ___________ 
 $_________ (test only) ………………     ___________ 
FHA/HUD Water Test Panel (bacteria/nitrites/nitrates/lead)  
  $_________(w/ inspect.) /$_________ (test only) ………..     ___________ 
 
 HOME INSPECTION TOTAL $ __________ 
 
1. Inspection. House Detective hereby agrees to conduct an Inspection of the property on 
_____________________, 200____, at _______am/pm or at other such mutually convenient 
time, as the parties shall agree. Client hereby agrees to pay the sum listed above to House 
Detective at the time of the inspection. 
 
The “Inspection” is completed at the property and reported in writing. The term “Report” as used 
in this agreement means it contains all recommendations and remarks. Any oral representations 
are not to be relied upon nor form a part of the report. We encourage your attendance and 
participation and sincerely wish you not delegate this responsibility to others. Accompanying 
your inspector is at your own risk. 
 
It is the Client's responsibility to see that the home is accessible and that all utilities and pilot 
lights are “on” for inspection.  If another inspection or a re-inspection must be scheduled, due to 
utilities or pilot lights not being “on” than the client agrees to pay an additional $100.00. 
 



SCOPE OF THE INSPECTION:  The home inspection to be performed for Client is a limited 
visual non-invasive physical examination, performed for the fee set forth above, designed to 
identify material defects in the systems, structures and components of the above-referenced 
primary building and its associated primary parking structure as they exist at the time of the 
inspection.  A material defect is a condition that significantly affects the value, desirability, 
habitability or safety of the building.  Style or aesthetics shall not be considered in determining 
whether a specific system, structure, or component is defective.  The inspection shall be limited 
to those specific systems, structures, and components that are visually accessible.  Components 
and systems shall be operated with normal user controls only and as conditions permit.  The 
inspection will be performed in accordance with the Standards of Practice of the North Carolina 
Home Inspector Licensing Board.  A copy of the Standards is available upon your request.  This 
inspection is not intended to be technically exhaustive. THIS INSPECTION AND REPORT 
ARE NOT INTENDED TO BE, NOR IS IT TO BE INTERPRETED AS, A GUARANTEE, 
EXPRESS WARRANTY, IMPLIED WARRANTY INSURANCE POLICY OR 
SUBSTITUTE FOR ANY DISCLOSURE STATEMENT. Inspector shall prepare a written 
inspection report for the sole use and benefit of client.  The inspection report shall describe and 
identify the inspected systems, structures, and components of the home and shall identify 
material defects in those systems, structures, and components observed during the inspection. 
Client agrees to read the entire inspection report when it is received and shall promptly call the 
inspector with any questions or concerns client may have regarding the home inspection or the 
inspection report.  
 
LIMITATIONS, EXCEPTIONS, AND EXCLUSIONS:  Excluded from this home inspection 
is any system, structure, or component of the home which is inaccessible, concealed from view, 
or cannot be inspected due to circumstances beyond the control of the Inspector, or which Client 
has agreed is not to be inspected.  The following are excluded from the scope of this home 
inspection unless specifically agreed otherwise between Inspector and Client: 
 

 Determining compliance with installation guidelines, manufacturer’s specifications, 
verification of local, county, state building codes or load-bearing alignments, ordinances, 
regulations, covenants, or other restrictions, including local interpretations thereof. The 
inspector can not guarantee that all defects will be located, reported, identified, or 
recognized. 

 
 Obtaining or reviewing information from any third-parties including, but not limited to:  

government agencies (such as permits), component or system manufacturers (including 
product defects, recalls or similar notices), contractors, managers, sellers, occupants, 
neighbors, consultants, homeowner or similar associations, attorneys, agents or brokers. 

 
 Geotechnical, engineering, structural, architectural, geological, hydrological, land 

surveying or soils-related examinations. 
 

 Examinations of conditions related to animals, rodents, insects, wood-destroying insects, 
organisms, mold, and mildew or the damage caused thereby. 

 



 Certain factors relating to any systems, structures, or components of the building, 
including, but not limited to:  adequacy, efficiency, durability or remaining useful life, 
replace or operate, fair market value, marketability, quality, advisability of purchase or 
costs to repair (If estimates are required to justify a decision, they should be obtained 
from qualified licensed professionals able to complete the work). 

 
 Environmental hazards or conditions, including, but not limited to, toxic, reactive, 

combustible, corrosive contaminants, wildfire, geologic or flood. 
 

 Dismantling of any system, structure, or component, or performing any intrusive or 
destructive examination, test or analysis. Examining or evaluating fire-restrictive 
qualities of any system, structure or component of the building. 

 
 Systems, structures, or components of the home, which are not permanently installed. 

 
 Systems, structures, or components not specifically identified in the written inspection 

report. 
 

 Common areas, or systems, structures, or components thereof, including, but not limited 
to, those of a common interest development. 

 
 Examining or evaluating the acoustical or other nuisance characteristics of any system, 

structure, or component of a building, complex, adjoining properties, or neighborhood. 
 

 Operating or evaluating low voltage electrical, antennas, security systems, cable or 
satellite television, telephone, remote controls, radio controls, timers, intercoms, 
computers, photo-electric, motion sensing, or other such similar non-primary electrical 
power devices, components, or systems. 

 
 Examining or operating any sewage disposal system or component including, but not 

limited to:  septic tanks and/or any underground system or portion thereof, or ejector 
pumps for rain or waste. 

 
 Swimming pools, spas, wells, septic systems, central vacuum systems, water 

conditioners, water softeners, sprinkler systems, fire and safety equipment, furnace heat 
exchangers, portable appliances, solar equipment and other items excluded in the 
Standards of Practice of the North Carolina Home Inspector Licensing Board. 

 
Services for inspecting or evaluating the excluded items listed above may be available from the 
inspector for an additional fee or from specialists qualified to inspect or evaluate a particular 
category or item.  Inspector is a home inspection generalist and is not acting as an expert in any 
craft or trade. This report is an unbiased opinion of the various components and systems of the 
premises designated for inspection as of the date and time of inspection only.  The inspection 
report may contain recommendations for further evaluation by an individual other than Inspector 
herein who is qualified as an expert or specialists.  If Inspector recommends consulting other 
specialized experts, Client agrees to do so at their own expense.  It is Client’s duty and obligation 



to exercise care to protect himself or herself regarding the condition of the subject property, 
including those facts which are known or within the diligent attention and observation of Client. 
Inspector is not responsible for statements or conclusions in this report which result from false or 
misleading information provided by any other person, or which result from conditions concealed 
deliberately or otherwise from the inspector. 
 
2. Cancellation Clause.  :  It is Client’s responsibility to have all utilities to be inspected 
operational for the day of inspection.  This includes utility company connections, valves, 
breakers, pilot lights, winterized systems etc.  Inspector must always assume that if any main 
connection, valve, or electrical breaker is turned off on the day of inspection it is done for a good 
reason and must remain in that position.  Furthermore, full payment for this inspection will be 
due if client decides for any reason to cancel within 48 hours of the above scheduled time & 
date. 
 
3. Written Inspection Report.  House Detective shall furnish a written Report of the Inspection 
to the Client within a reasonable time after completion of the Inspection, and Client 
acknowledges that such report is in no way a written warranty or guarantee of the condition of 
the property, but only a summation of observations made by the inspector. 
 
4. Disclaimer of Warranty. IT IS UNDERSTOOD AND AGREED UPON BY THE 
PARTIES INVOLVED THAT HOUSE DETECTIVE IS NOT AN INSURER AND DOES 
NOT INSURE AGAINST DEFECTS IN THE PROPERTY INSPECTED. 
HOUSE DETECTIVE MAKES NO GUARANTEE OR WARRANTY EXPRESS OR 
IMPLIED, INCLUDING A WARRANTY OF MERCHANTABILITY OF FITNESS OF 
USE AS TO THE CONDITION OF THE PROPERTY. 
_______ X_________________________ 
(Date)       (Client) 
 
5. Limitation of Liability. THE PARTIES AGREE THAT HOUSE DETECTIVE AND ITS 
AGENTS OR REPRESENTATIVES ASSUME NO LIABILITY OR RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR THE COST OF REPAIRING OR REPLACING ANY UNREPORTED DEFECT OR 
DEFICIENCY. THE PARTIES FURTHER AGREE THAT SHOULD HOUSE 
DETECTIVE , ITS AGENTS OR REPRESENTATIVES BE FOUND LIABLE FOR LOSS 
OR DAMAGE RESULTING FROM A FAILURE TO PERFORM, WHETHER BASED 
IN TORT OR CONTRACT, THE LIABILITY OF HOUSE DETECTIVE, ITS AGENTS 
AND REPRESENTATIVES SHALL NOT EXCEED THE LESSER OF THE ACTUAL 
CASH VALUE OF THE NON-DISCLOSED MATERIAL DEFECT, THE COST TO 
REPAIR LESS DEPRECIATION OR THE AMOUNT OF THE FEE SETFORTH 
ABOVE ON PAGE ONE FOR THE SERVICES OF HOUSE DETECTIVE. IT IS 
FURTHER UNDERSTOOD THAT NEITHER HOUSE DETECTIVE, ITS AGENTS OR 
REPRESENTATIVES ARE LIABLE FOR PUNITIVE, CONSEQUENTIAL OR 
INCIDENTAL DAMAGES. 
 
6. Statute of Limitations. Any claim must be presented to House Detective within NINETY 
CALENDAR DAYS (90)  from the date of the Inspection. Any claims presented NINETY 



DAYS (90) after the date of the Inspection will be time barred and House Detective, its agents or 
representatives, shall assume no liability. 
 
7. Indemnity. In the event any person, not a party to this agreement, shall make any claim or file 
any lawsuit against House Detective regarding its Inspection of property hereunder in any 
respect, client agrees to indemnify, defend and hold House Detective harmless from any and all 
such claims and lawsuits including the payment of all damages, expenses, costs and attorneys’ 
fees. 
 
8. Right to Examine. In the event of a discrepancy, dispute or claim arising from this Inspection, 
the client agrees to promptly notify House Detective in writing by U.S. Certified Mail. Client 
guarantees House Detective the right to examine the subject matter of any claim, prior to the 
client’s performance of any remedial action (unless of an emergency nature, or for safety of 
persons or property). This is a condition precedent to clients claim. 
 
9. Entire Agreement & Amendments. This Agreement constitutes the entire Agreement 
between the Client and House Detective. All prior statements and representations, whether made 
prior to or during the Inspection, shall be merged into the written Agreement and Report and 
superseded thereby. Any amendment or modification of this Agreement shall be in writing and 
shall be signed by all the parties hereto. Any additional inspections are to be performed subject 
to the terms and conditions of this Agreement, except for charges for such additional Inspections. 
 
10. Governing Law. This contract shall be governed by and construed according to the laws of 
the State of North Carolina. 
 
11. Severability.  Client and inspector agree that should a Court of Competent Jurisdiction 
determine and declare that any portion of this contract is void, voidable or unenforceable, the 
remaining provisions and portions shall remain in full force and effect. 
 
12. Attorney’s Fees.  The prevailing party in any dispute arising out of this agreement, the 
inspection, or report(s) shall be awarded all attorneys’ fees, arbitration and other costs. 
 
13. Headings. The heading of the several paragraphs hereof are for convenience only and shall 
not be construed to be a part of this agreement. 
 
14. Arbitration Provision. Any dispute between the parties, including their agents, 
representatives and/or employees, whether in tort or contract, shall be settled by arbitration 
before the American Arbitration Association. The standards of practice of The American 
Society of Home Inspectors shall be the standards used to arbitrate any dispute. 
 
15. Instructions-Remailing Report. The following are the instructions from the client regarding 
who is to receive a copy of any inspection report and the address where the report(s) is/are to be 
sent: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 



 
 
 
I HAVE READ, UNDERSTAND AND AGREE TO ALL OF THE TERMS AND 
CONDITIONS OF THIS CONTRACT AND AGREE TO PAY FEE LISTED.  
 
All Payments are due at time of Inspection. Payment options are: 
 
□Visa    □Master Card    □Check, Number _________ 
Ǐ At Closing (This option must be secured by a Credit Card). Closing Date: _______ 
 
Note: By agreeing to this option, the client gives House Detective permission to process the 
credit card immediately upon the cancellation of their offer to purchase or whenever payment has 
not been received within 30 days (thirty calendar days from the date of the inspection). 
Name on Card: (Please Print) __________________________________________ 
Billing Address: ______________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip: ______________________________________________________ 
Daytime Phone: Area Code (________) Number _________________________ 
 
Credit Card Number: DO NOT LEAVE SPACES BETWEEN NUMBERS. 
_______________________________________________  3 Digit Security Number _______ 
CARD EXPIRATION DATE: Month _______Year ____________ 

Credit Card Customer Signature: ______________________________________________ 

 
CLIENT      HOUSE DETECTIVE 
 
  __________________________________              by _________________________________ 
                    
 
Date _________, 2008             Anticipated Closing Date _______              Date _________, 2008 
 
Send report to:  
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Copy of report may be released to:  ______________________________________           
_________                      
Client initial 

              Company:  ________________________________________ 
 
Persons present during Inspection: ___ Client(s),  ___ Buyer’s Agent,  ___ Seller,  ___ Seller’s 
Agent 
 
Weather at time of inspection:  ___________________________.   
Approximate temperature  ____ºF. 


